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CESA Discussion Paper on Classification Societies (Ref. 2110)

RINA 

R. Cazzulo (RC), L. Scuteri (see Attach.) 

Assonave 
G. Assereto

As agreed at CESA DC of July 4, I contacted RINA for an informal presentation of the CESA paper in order to explain our goals and listen to their comments.

Mr. R. Cazzulo has been delegated by RINA’s CEO and he will be attending the planned meeting between CESA and CSs in Brussels.

Before opening the meeting, it is to be underlined that RINA’s delegates carefully read the CESA paper thoroughly.

RC remarks that nowadays IACS is very active with the Commission and the European Parliament as far as draft Directives and Green Paper are concerned. 

IACS has the feeling that the European position is more influenced by political pressures than by technical facts.

RC opinion is that our document reflects the same positions therefore it might be out-of-date.

Conflict of interest

RC says that the problem does not exist in Europe, but it could be a problem  in China.

CESA suggestion is about the payment of CS which is to be due by the owner instead of the yard. This proposal could be accepted only in some specific cases, that is when the owner’s inspectors do not have the authority to impose the respect of the quality while CS’s inspectors do.

RC strongly underlines that the CSs cannot be the only responsible for the yard quality. 

Equal treatment

RC cannot accept the sentence “..Significant problems exist and self regulation of CS has proven insufficient so far. Clear procedures for transparency and verification are needed. 

….”.This statement must be supported by facts.

The Sentence :” Considering that the scope of statutory surveys is established by IMO regulations and resolutions (including ESP, CAS, etc.), one way to improve the current situation would be that IMO issues guidelines on the minimum acceptable number, dedication and qualifications of surveyors required at each shipbuilding site or place, including subcontractors premises, related to the volume and type of statutory surveys contracted at the premises or place.” cannot be accepted because it proposes a rigid mechanism whereas the CS activity requires a flexible approach.

Liability

RC recognizes that this is a serious point and a clear agreement  defining the distribution liability  among  the players and the related  limits would be welcomed  by all players.

The CS is a “service supplier” and its liability must be defined accordingly.

RC says that the sentence “At present CS accept no liability, even limited, for Statutory works executed on behalf of the Flag States.” is not correct; with this respect the EU Directive is clear.

He fully agrees with the concept concerning CS liability which should be considered in “an insurable way” and should not be unlimited.

RINA fully supports further discussion on this topic.

Intellectual property rights (IPR)

RC points out that the New GBS states that ship construction  files must be kept onboard the ship; acting this way , a dissemination of ship details will occur.

RC says that point 1 of this chapter seems to refer  to a certain case; any specific reference ? With reference to the sentence “when designers find new solutions for problems, these solutions are often incorporated into the rules or into the "instructions to surveyors" with the consequence that other designers can have access to them at no cost”, RC points out that the rules are public while the “instructions to surveyors” are restricted.

Point 2 is in contradiction with the suggestion to carry out a surveyors’ rotation as clarified in the chapter concerning “Equal treatment”.

RC accepts the Point 3 and particularly the separation between Classification and Consultancy.

Conclusion

RINA thanks CESA for the informal contact, and it is available for the proposed meeting at European level.

RC recalls that himself and several experts of the European CSs will be in Seoul  in September 14-15 next to attend the Tripartite meeting and he stresses the opportunity to have in that context an informal meeting.

CO RIN
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